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Dear Friends,

It’s hard to believe that just a month ago
our attention was on the busyness of har-
vest and the Applefest. And now as the
nights draw in, and the temperature drops,
nature turns in on itself in search of quiet
stillness and rest. This slowing in nature
seems to encourage our own hearts and
minds to turn inward and towards remem-
brance as well. November is a month that
holds space for both sorrow and sweet-
ness, for honouring the past and holding
onto hope. Here too, we are reaffirming our belief in the God who remembers us,
who holds all times and all people in His loving hands.

The month starts by celebrating All Saints’ Day where we give thanks for the re-
markable, often unsung, saints throughout history and in our own lives- those
who, through the quiet witness of their actions or words, have shown us glimpses
of God’s love and faithfulness. It is a wonderful reminder that we are part of a
great, eternal family, bound together by grace.

This leads us so naturally into All Souls’ Day, a tender time to remember our own
loved ones who are no longer with us. There is a preciousness in sharing their
names and stories, in acknowledging the unique shape of the loss they have left
behind and the enduring warmth of the love they gave. However long it has been,
they remain a part of who we are, and in the quiet moments of prayer, in lighting a
candle in their name, we feel that connection most deeply.

And then, of course, we come to Remembrance Sunday. We will gather, as a com-
munity and a nation, to stand in silence—a silence that speaks volumes. We hon-
our the dogged courage and sacrifice of those who served and continue to serve,
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praying for peace in our troubled world. It is a solemn but vital act of collective
remembering, a way to ensuring that past lessons are not forgotten and that
hope for reconciliation and peace is never abandoned.

These acts of remembrance, whether for saints, for souls dear to you, or service-
men and women, can bring a complex mix of emotions. My prayer for us all, this
November, is that we find comfort in our shared stories and in the promise of
God’s eternal love. Be gentle with yourselves and with each other, and may we
find that in remembering, we are also reminded of the hope and light that contin-
ues to guide us forward.

Rev Pru Dulley, revprudulley@gmail.com, 07837 029469

. 9th November

REMEMBRANCE
Stn
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NOVEMBER EVENTS
3 Nov, 7.15pm. Talk: Battle of Rourk’s Drift, DLHG, p.35
5-8 Nov, 7.30pm. Play: Lucky Stiff, Betchworth Village Hall, BODS, p.33
10 Nov, 7.30pm. Talk: The Earthworm, BGHS, p.28
14 Nov, 12 noon. Winter Lunch. Buckland Reading Room, p.7
15 Nov, 7.00 for 7.30pm. Mozart Requiem, St Paul’s Dorking, p.30
16 Nov, 7.00pm. Haydn’s High Mass. St Martin’s Dorking, p.31
17 Nov, 2.30pm. Talk: Art Nouveau Worldwide. Betchworth Arts Society, p.36
17 Nov, 7.30pm. ZOOM Talk: Clandon & the Onslows, DLHG, p.35,
26 Nov, 2pm-4pm. Afternoon Teas, Hamilton Room, p.7
27 Nov, 7.00pm. Annual Festive Dinner. B&B Soc, p.29

DECEMBER EVENTS
6 Dec, 2.15-4pm. Christmas Wreath Workshop, Brockham. BGHS, p.29
19 Dec, 6.00pm. Carols on Buckland Green, p.6

BUCKLAMD pariIsh MACAZINE 4 November 2025


mailto:revprudulley@gmail.com

CHURCH SERVICES—NOVEMBER

St Michael’s

Date St Mary’s
Buckland Betchworth
2 November 10 am All Saints Day
All Souls Day 4pm All Souls Day Service Matthew 5: 1-12,
Romans 8: 31-35, 37-39 Luke 6: 20-31
9 November 10.50 am Remembrance 10.50 am Remembrance

Remembrance Sunday

Service
Starting at the War Memorial,
Buckland Green

Luke 20: 27-38

Service
Starting at the War Memo-
rial by Betchworth Church.

5pm Evensong
James 3:13-end

16 November
2nd before Advent

10 am Parish Communion
Luke 21: 5-19

23 November
Christ the King

10 am Parish Communion
Luke 23: 33-43

30 November
Advent 1

10 am Parish Communion
Matthew 24: 36-44

Every Thursday morning at 10am we hold a 30 minute, ‘said’ mid-week Commun-
ion Service at St Michael’s Church, Betchworth. It is open to anyone in either
parish or visiting from elsewhere.

Southwark Cathedral livestreams their services throughout the week from

https://cathedral.southwark.anglican.org/worship-and-music/worship/live-service-

stream/

stream.

You can also find it by searching Southwark Cathedral live service

COVER IMAGE

Buckland War memorial, Buckland Green—the Celtic cross portion.
Designed by Ebbutt and Sons, Croydon and constructed of Cornish granite

Photo courtesy of James Day
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/ CAROLS ON BUCKLAND GREEN \

Savethedate
Friday 19th of December at 6PM

Collection in aid of St Mary's Churchyard Trust
k ALL WELCOME /

CHILDRENS SOCIETY & WELCARE DONATIONS

We are focussing on our annual collection for the
Children’s Society prior to Christmas. Do you have a
Children’s Society collecting box or a small pile of
coins lying around ? In either case, would you like to
see these being used to support a child facing diffi-
culties at home or school??

If the answer is YES, please bring your box, or loose
change to either St Michael’s or St Mary’s during the
next few weeks, and they can be added to our donations to the Children’s Society.

The
Children’s
Society

Donations can also be made directly to the Children’s Society via their website:
childrenssociety.org.uk . Or contact me, Margaret Miller on 01737 842098 or
jma.miller@btinternet.com to arrange collection.

On Sunday 30" November at St Michael’s we will be celebrating Advent Sunday
and supporting Welcare , the Family Charity in Redhill who work with children and
families with problems, both individually and in local Primary Schools. Donation
envelopes will be in the pews, they also request vouchers to be given to parents,
for Christmas presents for their children. Children deserve to have a happy child-
hood and for some, we can help provide that. Thank You.

Margaret Miller, Children’s Society Co-Ordinator
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2025 WINTER LUNCHES
Friday 14 November, 12 noon—Buckland Reading Room

Our next Winter Lunch will be on Friday 14 November. ‘Doors open’ at 12 noon
and we will serve lunch at about 12.15. It will be lovely to catch up with all our
friends and Liz and | hope that you will be able to join us. Please call Liz on 01737
221444 or Carol on 01737 247399 to confirm your place. Looking forward to
seeing you all again.

Carol Leeds

BUCKLAND

PARISH MAGAZINE
- SKYDIVE

I would like to thank everyone who so kindly
donated to my Skydive fundraiser. Thanks to your
generosity the total raised for St Mary’s is £2,300.
It was an experience | thoroughly enjoyed and
raising funds for the church was an added bonus
so again thanks to everyone who contributed.

Liz Vahey

AFTERNOON TEAS at THE HAMILTON ROOM, BETCHWORTH
Welcoming residents of Betchworth & Buckland

St Michael’s Drop-in Teas meet each month, January to Novem-
ber, at the Hamilton Room, Church Street, Betchworth between
2pm and 4pm on last Wednesday each month.
2025 Dates
26"November

For transport or information, contact: Margaret Miller, 01737 842098
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FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S (FOSM)
Report of the Music Quiz Night—10 October

Our quiz attracted 8 teams of 6-8 people, each with an amusing musical team
name: The Keys (for those who open & close the church), Simple Minds, In Dire
Straights, The Semi Quavers, The Buckland Beats, The Fortissimos, The Cheesy
Quavers and My Ding a Ling.

After ten rounds of challenging questions through our music system, with a
meal provided at half time, the evening ended with a joint chorus of ‘Thank you
for the Music’ (Abba started it off). By a narrow margin, the winning team were
not ‘In Dire Straights;’ because they won, so congratulations to Cat, Tim,
Marrian, Christian, Helen, lain, Caroline & Alun. Special thanks to Simon and Jo
our Quizmasters, and to Cat for the bookings and many other things, and to
everyone else who contributed. Everyone seemed to have good fun and there
was lots of positive feedback.

The net fundraising result was £1,610 to FOSM. Money raised by FOSM helps to
keep St Mary's, Buckland in good order and a landmark for the centre of
village. ThankyouAll !!

Carol Leeds & Ed.
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BUCKLAND TODDLER GROUP
Sowing Wild Flowers in our Churchyard
23 September 2025

Thanks to Debbie Jones, leader
of Buckland Toddler Group, and
Rachel Studholme from the
Churchyard Gardening Group, for
organising this ‘experience ¢ for
the toddlers to sow some wild
flower seeds. They all looked
very cute, absorbed in their
tasks. They can come back next
spring and see what has grown!

The seeds were kindly donated
by the ‘4B’s Biodiveristy
Initiative’.

Thank you also to the Mum’s
who accompanied the children
and gave permsission for the
photos to be reproduced.

Ed.
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BUCKLAND & BETCHWORTH BELLRINGERS REPORT

Two of Buckland's bellringers have recently had to
hang up their bellropes and retire from ringing
after many decades.

Eleven ringers celebrated Brian and Viv's long ser-
vice to bellringing with a lavish tea, consisting of
sandwiches, delicious cakes, scones with straw-
berries and cream, at the Plough in Leigh.
Vivienne Boustred began bellringing in her teen-
age years, whilst Brian started ringing soon after their marriage in 1965, at King-
swood. Several of the original Kingswood ringers still meet up monthly, for a
meal at rotating houses, in a friendship group known as 'The Over 18s'. Brian and
Viv rang for 34 years at Leigh then transferred to Buckland in 2000. During that
time they have rung at many hundreds of services, for Sunday morning services,
evensong, and they particularly enjoyed ringing for weddings, often seeing the
happy couple. They have rung for special local and national events during their
ringing careers, including Armistice Day and the change over of monarchs.

(e . Our Tower Captain organ-

ised the tea as a big
'THANK YOU' to both ring-
ers for all their ringing
over the years, as reliable
members of the band,
always on time, and ready
to ring. With these two
ringers taking the treble
and the tenor (the lightest
and heaviest bells), they
kept the band in order,
ringing rhythmically and at
a good pace. Our band misses their excellent ringing capabilities and their cheer-
ful company in the tower.

If you would like to learn to ring, and gain a lifelong enjoyable hobby which keeps
you fit, as well as meeting many new friends of all ages, contact our Tower Cap-
tain, David Sayce 01737 242776 drsayce@ntlworld.com or just join us in the tower
on our practice night, Friday 8pm.

Julie Beale
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Buckland Matters

BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE

News, Events, Report-It
BUCKLAND . . .

PARISH COUNCIL The news, events, report-it section of the village web-
' ' site is your guide to latest announcements, upcoming
events and tips and pointers to make it easier to submit
reports to ask for issues and concerns to be addressed.
Please do take the time to become familiar with what is
published on this section of your village website which
is regularly updated to keep it topical and relevant. If
you encounter any difficulty submitting a report and
uncover a new tip please share your learning by send-
ing an email to webmaster@bucklandsurrey.org.uk to
enable any new tips to be added to the website.

Consultations and upcoming changes

Over the last year or so there seems to have been an almost constant stream of
consultations from national government, Surrey County Council, Mole Valley Dis-
trict Council and other statutory bodies such as Natural England and the Civil Avia-
tion Authority.

At the time of writing we are waiting for central government to announce its deci-
sion as to how the Local Government Reorganisation will proceed and to hear
whether Natural England’s proposed extensions to the Surrey Hills National Land-
scape (formerly known as the Surrey Hills AONB) will be approved.

You could be forgiven for thinking that following a recent announcement made by
the Secretary of State for Transport that Gatwick Airport now has two commercial
runways. The reality is that legal teams working for local campaign groups have
identified strong grounds for legal challenges which are currently underway, and
Gatwick Airport Limited has yet to give any indication it is prepared to implement
the recently announced conditional permission. To keep up to date visit the GACC
website (www.gacc.org.uk) to which there is a link from the news page of the
village website.
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Anti-social behaviour and/or speeding on our local roads

Several residents have voiced concerns about excessively noisy and/or speeding
vehicles on our local roads. The advice from our local police team is for residents
who experience anti-social behaviour/noise/speeding issues to submit an online
report (via the Surrey Police website) to help build up a picture of when these inci-
dents are happening. The police have advised you do not have to submit the re-
port when the incident is underway for it to be useful. Provided you make a note
of the time the incidents occur and include this detail when you submit your report
this information will be used to help our local police allocate resource and target
patrols to best effect.

Ash dieback
Surrey County Council (SCC) Highways team has scheduled the removal of 24 dis-
eased ash trees growing alongside the westbound carriageway of the A25 Reigate
Road between the village centre and Tranquil Dale. The tree team at SCC has
marked up the trees for the contractors and provided assurance that the contrac-
tors will be instructed to minimise collateral damage to the remaining trees. SCC
provided this assurance in response to concern expressed about an increase in
traffic noise that will be heard by residents of Old Road following the removal of
the trees.

Sheena Boyce, Clerk, parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.org.uk 01737 448023

BEEN TO HOSPITAL RECENTLY?

e // /
== WHEN WE TESTED THIS \——
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“Good news.
Your cholesterol has stayed the same,

but the research findings have changed.”
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Features

GARDENING NOTES
November Garden Notes: Planting, pruning and preparing for
winter

Before you go hunting for your ideal Christmas tree at the end of the month,
there is still time to get planting in the garden. It’s the best time of year to plant
many shrubs and trees, especially if they are root-balled or bare-rooted. If you
have been putting off digging in hedging plants such as laurel, yew and beech,
then do it now and you will reap the benefits in the spring.

Bulbs should be planted now, especially tulips. Planting them in November after
other spring bulbs helps to prevent fungal diseases. As with other bulbs, plant
them deep, around 2-3 times their own size. For indoor flowering at Christmas,
pot up amaryllis: their impressive tall and rigid stems will reach a height of 40 -
60cm before producing a bud which develops multiple trumpet-like flowers. They
grow swiftly and will often need supporting. For indoor scent, pot up bowls of
prepared hyacinths or paperwhite narcissi.

Overwintering onions sets and garlic can also go in the ground now. Garlic in
particular prefers a long growing season so autumn planting is preferable where
possible. Split off individual cloves from the main bulb and plant deep into
compost as the bulbs will push up as they grow.

Check out pruning established apple and pear trees. Generally on established
trees you should annually cut back older shoots to their base to stimulate new
growth on which new fruit will form. Also, it helps to keep the centre of a tree
open by pruning out small branches and stems that are crowded or crossing.
Spare a thought for wildlife in the winter months. Feeding birds becomes more
important as the natural supply of berries and seeds becomes more depleted or
difficult to access on frosty or snowy mornings. A clean supply of water in a
birdbath will also be highly beneficial.

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
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ACROSS 22. Hops 38. Beige Jaunty rhythms
1. Mother 23. Sewing tools 39. Mistake 54. Ribonucleic acid
5. Confined 25. Mature 40. Rural area 55. Laugh
10. Contributes 27. Hearing organ (British) 56. Drunkenness
14. Cain's brother 28. Neatness 41. Cornered 58. Always
15. Mistake 31. Crinkly 42. Having no 59. Late actor
16. Used to be 34. Shrunken intelligible meaning  Christopher
17. Unity 35. Bite 44. Mist 60. Not closed

19. Largest continent
20. Lyric poem
21. Genus of heath

36. Absorb written
material
37. Dishes out

45. Suffuse
46. Neck artery
50. Donkeys

61. Untidyness
62. Venomous snake
63. Dampens
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DOWN

1. Aworker of stone
2. Residence

. Donnybrook

. Anagram of "Ail"
. Holder

. German iris

. Relating to urine
. Certified

9. Not wet

10. Rouse

11. A grammatical

coN oV b~ W

ending

12. Trickle

13. Oceans18. Wait
22. Whirl

24. Accomplishment
26. Midmonth date
28. Name of a book
29. "Your majesty"
30. Potato

31. Small songbird
32. Relating to
aircraft

33. Shellacs
34. Prevaricated
37. List of options

38. Therefore 4o0.

Nets

41. Body

43. Besmirches
44. Male parent
46. Split

47. Balderdash
48. Map within a
map

49. Curses

50. Throat-clearing
sound

51. Rescue

53. Anagram of
"Dice"

56. Genus of macaws
57. Not high

A BAGPIPER’s TALE

As a bagpiper, | play many gigs. Recently | was asked by a funeral director to play
at a graveside service for a homeless man with no family or friends. The service
was to be at a cemetery some distance away. As | was not familiar with the area,
| got lost and finally arrived an hour late. The funeral director and hearse were
long gone. There were only the diggers left and they were eating lunch. | went to
the side of the grave and looked down. The lid was partially covered with soil.

The diggers stared at me over their sandwiches, and | sensed their reproach that
| had deserted this dead man in his final hour of need. | didn't know what else to
do, so I started to play.

The diggers looked quite startled at this, and put down their lunches. But they
stood quietly enough while | played out my heart and soul for this man with
no family and friends. And as | played 'Amazing Grace,' the workers began to
weep. They wept, | wept, we all wept together.

When | finished, | packed up my bagpipes and started for my car. Though my
head hung low, my heart was full. As | opened the door to my car, | heard one of
the workers say, "l never seen nothin' like that before, and I've been installin’
septic tanks for twenty years."

Apparently, I'm still lost....

Editorial Message—IONA

Due to the lack of page space, the third instalment of the IONA story will be
carried over to next month, the December Issue.
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THE GRACE OF ENOUGHNESS
An opinion piece by Father Richard Rohr (Franciscan & Author)

Douglas Tsoi’s path to enoughness and simplicity began at 22, fresh out of col-
lege, when he landed a job at the Justice Department in Washington D.C. earning
$25,000 a year. At age 28, Tsoi was a corporate lawyer, driving a convertible and
living in a nice apartment in San Francisco. “I thought | had everything, and | was
miserable,” he shares. Not long after, he was fired amid the dot-com bust of
2001.

‘That’s when | discovered myself,” he shares. He went from making $150,000 a
year as a corporate lawyer to $20,000 a year as a Quaker school teacher. He dis-
covered silent worship and the contemplative path. He began to see the deeper
spiritual dimensions of simplicity.

‘We need to be able to tell the difference between our needs and wants, because
as the Buddha says, our desires are endless,’ Tsoi shares. ‘The consequences of
not knowing what is enough is both spiritual and environmental.’ The spiritual life
and a person’s bank account may seem unrelated, but Tsoi says that we all have
‘not-enoughness’ — it’s fired by our ego. Reacting to not-enoughness is an end-
less spiral that drives capitalism. ‘Capitalism wants you to believe you’re not
enough. Because it’s the only way you can sell products. You can’t sell things to
people who feel like they are enough’

We’re constantly trying to solve our inner not-enoughness with external things.
But the only real answer is grace. If we’re already happy, it’s hard to spend money
to be happy.

Grace and enoughness are always present. All we have to do is awaken to it. We
might refrain from using the word ‘my’ for a month, from saying things like ‘my
house’ or ‘my car’. It is only then that we realize how deeply the notion of posses-
sion is embedded in our culture. If we are keen to possess ‘things’, there is al-
ways more to possess and it will be a life-long struggle. If however, we have ac-
ceptance that what we have already is ‘enough’, and constantly challenge our-
selves when we consider new purchases, then we can relax and be happy with
our situation.

Understanding ‘enoughness’ goes hand in hand with the spiritual practice of
“voluntary simplicity,” the deep understanding that we don’t need more because
each of us, as a person, is ‘inherently enough’. We find ‘grace’ within us, when
we realise that each of us are ‘whole’ just as we are. The biblical definition of
grace is God's unmerited, freely given favor and love, often described as a gift

BUCKLAMD pariIsh MACAZINE 17 November 2025



that is not earned or deserved. This divine grace manifests as kindness, compas-
sion, and steadfast love: all positive attributes in our society. We being to be-
lieve that this truth already abides within us, a truth echoed by Christian mystics
and Buddhists alike. Most of us, however, are in perpetual pursuit of wholeness,
stuck on a treadmill wanting more, unaware that the ‘wholeness we desire’ is
already within us.

And we can be happier. And when we’re already happy, it’s hard to spend mon-
ey to be happy.

And guess what: when you don’t spend money, you will regain your financial in-
dependence, you gain financial stability and confidence, you don’t have any mon-
ey worries, and that all makes you happier still...

[Douglas Tsoi is a Franciscan Spiritual Director, and a coach bridging personal spir-
itual development and financial management]

RESBETCHWORTH

NOVEMBER NATURE NOTES

The clocks have changed, the nights are longer and it’s beginning to feel as
though winter is closing in. Following the gloriously warm sunny days of late Sep-
tember and early October, and the spectacular displays of leaves turning yellow,
gold and red, November generally brings a quieter rhythm to the countryside.
Along the Downs, the beeches and oaks shed the last of their leaves, carpeting
the chalk paths in copper and gold. The yews on Box Hill stand evergreen and
sombre, a reminder of the ancient woods that once cloaked this landscape. Ivy
draped on trees might still be flowering attracting wasps and hoverflies before
the frosts silence them.

In the hedgerows between Betchworth and Brockham, scarlet hawthorn berries
and rose hips glow against bare twigs, a welcome feast for newly arrived red-
wings and fieldfares from Scandinavia. Blackbirds and song thrushes join them,
gorging on berries before the leaner months set in. Robins sing from garden fenc-
es and woodland edges, their song sharper in the chill air, each bird defending the
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territory it is claiming for winter. Tawny owls call from the churchyard yews and
woodlands — the classic “too-wit too-woo” echoing through long nights. Grey
herons stand sentinel in the shallows of the River Mole or poach fish from garden
ponds. By late November our native starling population will welcome starlings
from colder parts of mainland Europe, forming large, dense flocks. If we are lucky,
they might treat us to a spectacular aerial display known as a murmuration, swirl-
ing through the sky, forming patterns like iron filings over a magnet, before they
all funnel down to roost.

November is one of the best months to spot fungi, with damp, mild conditions,
fallen leaves and rotting wood for food. This year, fungi have been appearing a
little earlier than usual because of the damp spells after the hot dry summer. You
may have spotted puffballs, inkcaps, parasols, and waxcaps in grasslands from
late September. But the real show is between mid-October to mid- November,
provided the weather stays moist but not too frosty.

While November feels like nature is closing down for the winter, the signs of the
spring to come are already quietly waiting. Look closely at the hedgerows and
you’ll see hazel and hawthorn with buds set tight, ready to burst out when the
days start to lengthen and the cycle of life begins again.

When the dark nights set in, watch out for the release of the next 4Bs Nature
Movie. It will feature local ecologist Paul Ritchie talking about the way he manag-
es his own garden for biodiversity in Brockham.

Norman Jackson
Coordinator of RE-Betchworth’s 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative: www.biodiversitypark.uk

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure
that Somebody would do it.
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.
Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody's job.
Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that
Everybody would not do it.
It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did
what Anybody could have done.
By Somebody
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ST. JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On what it takes to be an ordinand

The Rectory, St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren

| was intrigued that you have been nurturing someone
called Dave who is considering ordination. Since Dave
had never travelled outside the city, your decision to
send him to me was understandable. Sadly, | don’t think
he is cut out for the ministry.

We did our best. In a fit of hospitality, the Colonel invited this Dave to stay at the
Lodge, and to join his Saturday pheasant shoot as a beater. But Dave said firmly
that he was against beating any kind of bird and abhors all kinds of murder. It
seems young Dave is a vegetarian! You might have warned us. The Colonel is now
concerned that Dave is connected in some way with the Green Party. You cannot
be too careful these days.

Then Miss Saxby and Miss Tarby stepped in. They enjoy mushrooming, and kindly
took young Dave off to the woods. It is not their fault that they are a bit deaf and
so did not hear his cries of distress when he lost them among all the trees. They
just assumed he had gone back to the Colonel’s, and so of course they did not
organise a search party until much later. Fortunately, the church warden’s spaniel
has a keen nose and found Dave before midnight. During all that time, Dave
seemed to have had nothing better to do than slide about on fallen leaves and
trip over hidden logs in the dark. He was even babbling about having heard a cry-
ing ghost. We feared he might be delirious but then realised he meant the local
owl. He also seemed surprised by the darkness and asked how we manage with-
out any streetlights at all in the parish. We explained the obvious - we simply fol-
low the example of the well-refreshed when leaving the pub, and feel our way
along the walls.

On Sunday morning Dave rushed into the church to warn me that there were sev-
eral loose sheep in the churchyard. | decided then that he should return to the
safety of the city. There was no point in letting him near most of our church la-
dies, who would have savaged him on sight.

The visit only proves the obvious: potential ordinands should be carnivorous,
cricketing fly-fishers, most at home in well-worn tweeds and preferably accompa-
nied by a muddy dog. How else will they get along with normal folk?

Your loving uncle, Eustace
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Local Services

AFTERNOON TEA EE
RANMORE

/ ’::' ud‘ J"—t" - Iﬂf’fif‘ rﬁ

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH,
BETCHWORTH

QUINTESSENTIALLY ENGLISH

A selection of cakes, 5 'iches & homemade scones -
with Comish o 03 xwberry preserve. INDEPENDENT MASTERS OF
ROLLS-ROYCE
& BENTLEY MOTOR CARS

SALES 01737 844999

RESTORATION SURREY, UK
BOOK NOW 01737 345300 MAINTEMANCE RSANDE.CO.UK
WWW HARTSFIELDA ) ). UK

Coldharbour Lane | Dorking

COM dow .M d‘.t Inspected and rated
Chstian Hats Doring
Last Thursday of each month CareQuality
11.00-12.00 noon Commission

Call
or email
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Local Services

AcCcountants
for Life

Tax Accounts Probate
Imheritance Tax &
Executorship

T: 011306 S80880
E: parmers@bullimores.couk
W wanar_bullimores.co.uk

Mulimaess LLP lcsrmsd &= COTY CUE The resand gl scivigy
of Ergiard i nies by e KCADW

SURREY HILLS
HEATING LTD

v

DOMESTIC BOILER
SERVICING AND
BREAKDOWN

OIL, LPG & GAS BOILERS

] LPG

Call Dathan on: 07944 575970
sales@surreyhillsheating.co.uk
www.surreyhillsheating.co.uk

Seuth. Eant

TREE

surgeomns

South East Tree Surgeons are a Family-Run business
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to Commercial
businesses, local councils & private individuals, we offer
Free written quotations & advice without any obligation.

Qur Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & insured.
You can find out more about us on our website:
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include

= Crown Reduction, Crown = Cablirg & bracing

Lifting & Crown Thinning + Stump Grinding
= Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding « Hedge Management
* Precision Tree Felling = Storm Clearance and
= Pollarding Ground Clearance
= Branch removal = Supplicr of scasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Broome Park Nursing Home,
Station Road, Betchworth,
Surrey, RH3 7DF
Tel: 01737 843333
Email: admin@broome-park.co.uk

Broome Park Nursing Home is a true home away from
home. Our exceptional team consistently goes above
and beyond to ensure residents receive unwavering
kindness and excellent care. Located in Betchworth,
Surrey, amidst 11 acres of stunning grounds in the
Surrey area of outstanding natural beauty, Broome
Park offers exceptional elderly nursing and residential
care. We can accommodate 54 residents in two
buildings. The Main House, a 17th-century residence,
features bright rooms and ornate period details, while
Stable Cottage offers the same high level of care in a
quieter and more tranquil setting, often preferred by
residents who appreciate a more reflective pace of life.
If you are considering respite or longer-term care for
yourself or your loved one, we would be delighted to
help you with this process and show you what we can
offer.

Buckland

Parish Magazine
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Local Services

Get IT Fixed

GetITConnected  Br)ckland

Nurseries
Garden Centrg'
EE A25 Reigate Road, 2

gL — 23 Buckland, RH2 9RE

Brockham based. No call out charges.
Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

ChalkHill Systems !, bucklandnurseries.co.uk

www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work foryou ~ Thomas Hogg & Son Ltd est. 1865

PORTER & COMPANY

Independent Financial Advisers

Independent Financial Adviser

Dorking
t: 01306 644 695
e: simon.porter(@porterifa.co.uk w: porterifa.co.uk

Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed
Representative of Best Practice IFA Group
which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority
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Local Services

Recommended
by leading
furnishers

the UK

Sateclean

R Sp——— T

Superb professional cleaning of
Carpets, Upholstery, Curtains and
Leather.Also Oriental Rugs and
Guardsman Anti-Stain Protection
0 Spot stain and O dour removal

0 Leather cleaning specialists

0 Flame retardin g

U Dust mite reduction service

0 Allwork fully insured and guaranteed

Fora free, no obligation quotation
call today

FREEPHONE
0808 1449071

i a
)
DOWNSVALE

WLIRETSE HOME

SURREY DOWNS

ARE YOU READY TO
DISCOVER YOUR IDEAL

CARE SETTING?

Take our free online
care needs assessment

SURVEY BENEFITS
@ [t takes 3 minutes
& Dom Care or Nursing Homae

® Fras Report emailad
instanthy

® Completely parsonalised
recommendation

CALL NOW To BooK vour  [B)36
FREE CARE CONSULTATION

O 01306.775-829 [t

6-8 Pixham Lana, Dorking, RH4 1PT
www_downsvale.couk | wew.sdhomacare.couk

Colin Campbell

Local Electrician
Registered Part P Approved Contractor

Mobile: 07770 760581
Landline: 01306 883126

Established Local Family Busmes‘s )
= Over 20 Years Experience

 Internal & External \

Commercial & Domestic

™ Friendly, First Class Service g

= Surrey / Sussex |/ Greater London B _-'-.

® B

01306 640418
www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk  cedardecs

PENDRIGH MAKIN
FAMILY SOLICITORS

Specialist legal advice on
Wills, Trusts and Probate;
Matrimonial, Cohabitation and Children;
Property
Friendly and professional service at
competitive rates. Home visits can be
arranged by prior appointment

Pendrigh Makin Solicitors
legal@pendrighmakin.com
Tel: 01737 221518

AN\

Phil’s Mowing

N
Lawn Mowing  Scaritving
Lawn Care Hedye Cutting
Garden Tidy Ups Pressure washin

07905 160765 phui phatsmowingdorking co.uk

Buckland
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Local Services

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890

* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made saus lges burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 7am - Spm
Fri, 7am - 6pm Sat 7am - 3pm

SHERLOCK

FUNERAL SERVICE

EST. 1888

6t Generation Family Business

24-hour Service, Funeral Plans, Free Advic
Free Parking On Site, Memori

rellis House, 190 South Stre
01306

Www .,sl\crlu ck:

ZOE UNDERWOOD

PROFESSIONAL
DECORATOR

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

Please call 07876 572624

Myra V. Baston
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST

Chartered Physiotherapist
Craniosacral Therapist

15a Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DB
Tel: 01306 889680

e Over 25

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

&N
BE 207 RICAL

e Established local business
ears experience

o All works fully insured
e Free friendly quotations
Tel: 01306 644840
Mob: 07860 350419

Email: Rob@ionelec.co.uk

=
RAE EIRE

Py

oomestic s

staLer (==

T TSATAN

Checkatrade..
Where reptitation mattess.

Buckland
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Local Services

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling
Pruning | Planting
Stump Grinding
Hedgerow Management
Emergency Work

Contact us for a free quotation
T: 01306 888 441 E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk
www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

BEN WHEATLEY

E2 BTy {
Knights P ,,,thc&/w’/’h”f ek

GARDEN CENTRES

Upholsterer
Traditional or Modern work undertaken
Chairs, Footstools, Blanket Boxes, Headboards

= Other items considered, contact me for a quote

e Wehaveal\youneed to makeyou garden grow
With over fifty yea pelnce growin qand selling

red of the very best advice together i
hns ve range of gal dnpod cts

o7 ";. Wheatleydupholstery@gmaicom

Www.wheatleydupholstery.co.uk
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Local Services

| | | Dorking Pavi L
Need help with orking Paving and Landscapes
, e, 01737 668429 4

?
your Accounts? 07854 451067 4

Fully guaranteed and insured
workmanship, over 15 years
experience in block paving,
patio installation, fencing,

Payroll - VAT - Tax Returns
Local to Betchworth

. 9 Oakdene Rd
turfing, decking and all other Brockham

landscaping and paving services Betchworth

WAV OYKINERaVIN BNt iyt SCAP ESICOSIKS

Call Natasha 01737 652 852
Email info@a4cgroup.co.uk

i CK@ O KINEPaVINEaNd| SN dSCapEScoUKS
Rachel k Surrey Mole & Wasp
Thornhill Control
PHO HY Professional Pest control
_ Service
nal Portrait Photographer Fully Qualified, Fully Insured
s | Weddings | Headshots Tel: 01737 844 364

Mob: 07821 614909

rachelthornhill.co,uk | 01737 244745

W Uy _
a/’L b

Old Wall Cottage, Old Reigate Road, Betchworth, Surrey
RH3 7DR
Tel: 01737 843029

COMPLETELY REFURBISHED INTERNALLY AND EXTERNALLY

We are an independently run home with character and offer Residential
and 24-hour Nursing Care located in the picturesque village of
Betchworth, Surrey. All rooms are tastefully decorated and comfortably
furnished as you would expect from a cottage environment.

Enquiries: admin@yandmcareltd.co.uk
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Local Services

Richard Mason, NCH Arb

Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, SurreyRH3 7NB

Tel: 01737 844916
Mobile: 07976 751277

WWW.

“BillKear..

Ditching & Vegetation Works
Concrete Bases & Flooring
Road Haulage

Riding Arenas & Gallops
Fencing

Treeworks

Groundworks
Roads & Driveways
Landscaping

Lakes & Ponds
Drainage
Foundations

01293 862666

enquiries@billkear.co.uk

Vivien Cresswell
Made-to-measure

Soft Furnishings
Curtains, Roman Blinds, Cushions
Extensive range of fabrics

cresswellscurtains.co.uk
(01737) 843858

D. STEVENS

Decorating &
Maintenance

07776 180254

Dstevens331@hot
mail.co.uk

care@thrivefamilychiro.co.uk

Buckland

CHIROPRACTIC ¥
CARE FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY

Conveniently
@ located between
55

2> Leigh & Brockham

Ly

15

THRIVE

Family Chiropractic

With over 16 years of experience I'm
here to support you in achieving your
health goals.

e Posture

e Sports

¢ Pregnancy
e Children and Babies
e Pain relief

Book now
[=] 55
S
R

ot

thrivefamilychiro.co.uk

CONTACT : JESS

07940 465610

Parish Magazine



Local Services

iy it

otchworth 01737843718
arage

Moore’'s Open Storage,
Reigate Road, Betchworth RH3 THE
+ HGV and Commercial Vehicle

services

+ All makes & Models
+ P.M.l & Public Service vehicle
inspections
Diagnostic checks
Servicing and M.O.T Packages
Local collection
Approved Parts
Fast & Friendly service

- & & @8

Find us on
Facebook

www.betchworthgarage.co.uk n

P L L] ) Foxglove Gardens

Local Authority Approved Contractors Se rV| ces \ / Gasden
. Maintenance
www.dorkingpestcontrol.com Servions

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets, Matthew McConnell

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs, “T-"g: 213 798
Grassculting @ Garden design

Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

Hadge cutting @ Soft landscaping
Weedkiling @ Tuflayng
Planting ® Pressure washing
Moss clearanca 8 Flowerbeds & pols

* Domestic, Commercial and Industrial
* Contract Work
* Preventative Control Programmes

Experts in pest control
throughout Surrey

office: 01306 743001

lvor: 07710 117491 FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED
Chris: 07971 519415

References Available

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com
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Local Services

BUCKLAND GARAGE

[ ENDREW ) FREE CHECKS
e TYRES, BRAKES,

oo EST2003

EXHAUSTS,
BATTERIES

bbiﬂl{'ﬁ B‘WW“L"W MOT Testi
Twy ' [ < Stat(l?snmg

Free estimates, fully insured for|| &= Repairs & Servicing
. ’: to all makes
your peace of mind. Relgate Road
Buckland,
T: 07979506783 4 Near Reigate
E: Enquiries @ andrewcrouchdecorating.com || & 01737
242766

Andrewcrouchdecorating.com

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL » SCHOOLS - ACOUSTIC
HOARDING » GATES » SECURITY

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

7_Fe<
E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW_ RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

KING, SURREY, RH4 25s

A: 168 SOUTH STREET
MAYFORD., GU22 ORQ

UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTAT ARTS HEATH LANE,

Buckland Parish Magazine
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MUSIC IN DORKING—OCTOBER

1 at 7.30, Chromatica Orchestra, Dorking Halls
2" at 3.00, Glenn Miller Orchestra, Dorking Halls
5t at 7.15, ballet screening, Dorking Halls

8" at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia, St Martin’s
9" at 2.00, ballet screening, Dorking Halls

151 at 7.30, English Arts Chorale, Dorking Halls
16" at 7.00, Dorking Choral Society, St Martin’s 22™
at 7.30, The Nutcracker, Dorking Halls

28" at 7.15, ballet screening, Dorking Halls

30™ at 2.00, ballet screening,Dorking Halls

30™ at 2.00 & 4.30, The Snowman, Dorking Halls

There is a wide range of musical events in Dorking in November. The Dorking
Choral Society is giving a concert whose centrepiece is Haydn’s great Nelson
Mass. Other items in the concert include Samuel Barber’s Adagio for Strings and
choral pieces by Herbert Sumsion and the Latvian composer Peteris Vasks.

The Dorking Philharmonia, conducted by Paul Newbold, will play Haydn’s sym-
phony number 103, known as the Drumroll Symphony from its opening bars. The
programme will also include Mendelssohn’s first symphony — written when he
was only 15 years old! - and Gluck’s Dances of the Furies and the Blessed Spirits,
from his opera Orpheus and Euridice.

The English Arts Chorale has a programme entitled War and Peace. They will sing
Karl Jenkins’ mass The Armed Man — A Mass for Peace, and Fauré’s beautiful Requi-
em. The Chromatica Orchestra will play Mozart’s Haffner Serenade and Bartdk’s
atmospheric Music for Strings, Percussion and Celesta. And the Glenn Miller Or-
chestra will also make an appearance at the Dorking Halls.

The Crown Ballet will perform Tchaikovsky’s delightful Nutcracker ballet, always a
seasonal favourite. There are also several screenings from the Royal Ballet at the
Dorking Halls: La Fille Mal Gardée and Cinderella — both of them shown twice, in
live and encore screenings. The Dorking Halls will also present a production of
The Snowman with orchestra.

lan Codd

See p.30 & 31 for the Local Choral Concerts
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Small Surrey Churches - Part Nine

St Mary’s Chapel, Godstone

St Mary’s Chapel Godstone
The chapel nave is central to the picture, with the chancel extending to the right

St Mary’s Almshouses and chapel were founded in 1872 in the quiet and pleasant
Church Town Hamlet of Godstone. As mentioned in (Part 5, St Peter’s
Tandridge), the nationally famous architect, Sir Gilbert Scott (1811-1878), lived at
‘Rooks Nest’ in Tandridge, just 3 miles from this site. He was the architect of this
beautiful set of buildings. The cluster of buildings are arranged around a
courtyard, and comprises eight self-contained one-bedroomed flats, a wardens
house and the Chapel. There used to also be a stables, where visitors to the
houses and chapel could leave their horses.
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St Mary’s stands in the shadow of St Nicholas Church Godstone which is itself
Listed Grade I. Like Buckland this churchis in the Archdeaconry of Reigate and
Diocese of Southwark. St Nicholas is a very large church, and has parts dating
from the 12th Century (Norman), since when it has quadrupled in size with
extensions build in almost every century since. Sir George Gilbert Scott also
designed some enhancements to St Nicholas in 1871."

St Mary’s Almshouses and Chapel only came about through the faith, vision and
generosity of one woman, Mrs Augusta Nona Hunt who lived at Wonham House,
Godstone. She had one daughter, Mabel, but was widowed soon after her
daughter was born, and she raised her daughter alone. Augusta continued to
worship at St Nicholas and she spoke of her ‘quiet waiting upon God.” It was
known that her daughter Mabel had a weak heart, but it was impossible for her
mother to prevent her from attending a ball after her 16th birthday. Tragically
she was taken ill on the way home and died the next day, leaving her mother
quite alone. Augusta continue to have a strong faith in God, and was determined
that her grief should be redirected into a means of glorifying God. She resolved
to commemorate her daughter by establishing this place of refuge for the
elderly people of the Parish in which she and her daughter had enjoyed their
years of happiness. To do this she, commissioned Sir George Gilbert Scott to
complete the design.”

In the 100 years since they were built, the homes have been substantially
enhanced for modern living. The Chapel, however, has been faithfully
maintained to the design of Sir George Gilbert Scott. The AlImshouses and Chapel
are now managed by a Trust, run as a Housing Association since 1982, continuing
the Almshouse tradition.

The symmetry and depth of the church interior make it appear much larger than
it really is. The Nave and the chancel are separated by ornate wrought iron
screen, and the floor throughout is comprised of Roman-style mosaic patterns.
This extends to the front of the altar, which is further enhanced by polished
gemstones.

As you can see in the following two photos, the overall effect is stunning and
beautiful, and from the author’s viewpoint, it is perhaps the most beautiful small
church in Surrey. Currently there are four rows seats, each of five red-
upholstered chairs, supporting a congregation of just 20 people.
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The design of symmetry and perspective defie the small scale
of St Mary’s Chapel, Godstone

BUCKLANO paRrISh MACAZINE 24 November 2025




®'
% e [J
Dile Al e
e .0
) ()

Mosaic floors of the Chancel & Sanctury, with the Altar continuing the mosaic
theme with the addition of polished gemstones
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St. Mary’s Almshouses around the courtyard
(The Chapel is behind the photographer)

Access
The small Chapel is open to visitors daily for quiet prayer. Holy Communion is
celebrated on the first Wednesday of each month at 10 am.

References
1. St Nicholas Church Godstone. Guide to the church, 16pp
2. The Story of St Mary’s Homes, Godstone (2 page script in St Mary’s Chapel)

A house is made of bricks and beams

But a home is made of love and dreams

Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1803-1882, American Author
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Societies & Charities

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Brockham * Betchworth * Buckland

Our Annual Autumn Horticultural Show took place on the 20™ of September and
was extremely well supported by competitors and visitors. We welcomed new
exhibitors who all did well and a wide range of entries across all the classes.

Emma and her mum Rachel arrived with a wheelbarrow containing the biggest
pumpkin we have ever seen, resulting in a win for the heaviest pumpkin, weighing
in at a colossal 105lbs. The second heaviest was 63 Ibs. The heaviest marrow
weighed 8lbs and the highest weight of potatoes grown in one pot from one seed
potato was won by Paul Johnson with 5 Ibs 30zs.

Trophies

e Arthur Fegan trophy for highest number of points in show - Ruth Johnson

® Walter Smith trophy for best vegetable (classes 40 to 74) - Alison Brown

 Brian Hackforth trophy for best pot plant exhibit (classes 25 to 32)- Gerry Dibsdall
® Mike Alford award for best craft exhibit (classes 88 to 95) - Victoria Goody

® Garden voucher for best exhibit in vegetable class 63 - Alison Brown
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® Garden voucher for the most points by a novice entrant - Gerry Dibsdall

e Howden Cup for highest number of points in floral art - Katie Mackay

e Joan Hackforth trophy for best cookery exhibit (classes 67 to 82) - Ruth Johnson
Karen Wilson award for best photography exhibit (classes 96 to 102) - Ruth Johnson
Karen Wilson award for best photography exhibit (classes 96 to 102) - Ruth Johnson
Mike Alford award for best craft exhibit (classes 88 to 95) - Victoria Goody

Garden voucher for best exhibit in vegetable class 63 - Alison Brown

Garden voucher for the most points by a novice entrant - Gerry Dibsdall

Dates for your Diaries
The Earthworm - all you wanted to know but did not dare ask by Chris Stewart.
Monday 10th November 2025. 7:30pm - 9pm, Brockham Village Hall
Christmas Wreath Workshop - Saturday 6 December 2025. 2.15pm - 4:00pm.
Brockham Village Hall (see below)

Ruth Johnson

| ———Y>- & Y A————

BGHS WORKSHOP
Christmas Wreath, Garland & Table Decoration

Saturday 6" December 2:15 to 4pm
Brockham Village Hall.

Wreath with Ribbon £20
Table Decoration £15
Garland £15

We will provide the oasis/containers, wire, ribbons and refreshments. You will need to provide
your own greenery/foliage, secateurs, decorations, plus a candle if you opt for a table decoration.
Suitable for accompanied children too.

To book or for further information please contact Katie on katiemackay479@gmail.com
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Annual Festive Dinner

Following new ownership, Hartsfield Manor are pleased to
welcome us with an impressive new menu
Thursday 27th November 7.00pm
Hartsfield Manor, Betchworth

7pm welcome drinks followed by a new seasonal menu. Price £45pp
|| Christmas Drinks & Nibbles
[

J@ Sunday 21st December 12-2pm ,gj

The Reading Room, Buckland
Members £10 & Non-Members £12

g New Year Quiz —30™ Jan -
Winetasting — 20" March ﬂ ] f T T
Numbers are limited so please register your interest as soon
as possible. Ticket enquiries & further details please contact

betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
www.betchworthandbucklandsociety.org.uk

|
K\~

BUCKLAMO parish macazive 29 November 2025



buckliand lS)e:)ttghworth

H O

AN EVENING OF MOZART
SATURDAY 15 NOVEMBER, 7.30pm

St Paul’s Church, Dorking RH4 2HT
(Note: New venue for BBCS)

R equiem

Conductor: George Inscoe

With soloists and orchestra

St Paul’s Church

Dorking RH4 2HT

15 ‘ﬂ' November
at 7:30 pm [poors open at 7:00]

Tickets: £20

From choir members, on the door
or at www.ticketsource.com

%b

bbcsinfo.org
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b Dorking Choral Society '

Reg.chariy no.1038608

Sunday 16th Nevember 2025, 7pm
St Martin’s Church, Dorking rH4 1UT

Interval refreshments available

Tickets £18

www.dorkingchoralsociety.org.uk
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U3A DORKING - SUCH A RANGE OF ACTIVITIES!
Sound of Music Ukelele style

Residents of Nower House, Dorking were treated to the ‘sound of music’ this
week when the Dorking & District u3a Ukelele group entertained them with a
medley of 1960s songs from John Denver, the Beatles and Elvis. Virtuoso playing
by the group and their guitar accompanist got staff and residents singing along
to tunes that reminded them of their younger selves. This is not the only u3a
group to share their love of music as the Singing for Pleasure group also visit reg-
ularly. Both groups will be welcomed back for Christmas celebrations. It’s way of
engaging with the community whilst giving purpose to the groups’ weekly prac-
tice sessions.

Dorking & District u3a offer a range of activities including Pilates, Dance 2B Fit
and Line Dancing and monthly meetings and discussion groups. This year we are
considering launching an Astronomy group - if you are intrigued by the Sky at
Night, you would be very welcome to join us.

All enquiries to John Sinclair, D&D u3a Membership Secretary, johnsin-
clair@dorkingu3a.org.uk or visit our website www.dorkingu3a.org.uk
Beryl Sinclair

A man can fail many times, but he isn’t a failure until he
begins to blame someone else.

John Burroughs, 1837-1921, American Naturalist
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SINGING FOR PLEASURE
2nd & 3rd Mondays of the month
Buckland Reading Room

Singing for Pleasure is a relaxed group of nearly 20
singers. All members of the Dorking U3A who meet
at The Reading Room in Buckland. We meet on the
second and third Monday morning from 10 to
12noon.Tea break halfway through the two hour
rehearsal is full of lively chat.

And, as Denis said, if there isn't at least one time when there's a good laugh
about something - that's unusual. We recently entertained residents a Nower
House Care Home in Dorking with a selection of songs by Lloyd Webber and
plan to invite friends and family again for a Christmas singsong. You are
welcome for a trial session.

Meike Laurenson
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PEBBLECOOMBE WI—serving Betchworth & Buckland

tneWi

INSPIRING WOMEN

There was a buzz of excitement at the last
meeting of Pebblecoombe WI as members and
visitors eagerly awaited the arrival of the speaker
Connie, the founder of Wild About Britain (based
in Surrey) with a selection of endangered British
wildlife.

Connie provided details of her background

working in birds of prey education, wildlife

rehabilitation and reptile conservation. It was
then time to be introduced to the wildlife ..... a smooth snake called Snipe was
gently lifted out of a small box and seemed quite happy coiling round Connie's
hand. It was then our turn to handle this snake but the idea was not popular
with a lot of members. The next creature was met with oohs of delight as a
young hedgehog called Snowdrop immerged and then kindly unfurled itself to
show off a soft white underbelly. The final creature was a tawny owl called
Freddie which was equally as popular and whose behaviour was almost
impeccable - a well placed ground sheet saved the day. Connie and her wildlife
entertained us for an hour and we were inspired to provide what habitats we
could in our gardens to do our little bit to help protect our precious wildlife. Do
come and join us on the first Thursday of the month for a 7.30 pm start in the
Hamilton Room, Church Street, Betchworth.

For more details please contact the secretary Margaret Miller 01737 842098.
Diana Fitchett

“OK, so do we want to know the sex?”
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB

By the time you read this the season will have fin-
ished, and the bowls green given its winter treat-
' ment. It has been a busy season. We have played
BROCKHAM nearly 40 matches against other Clubs, in various
2 ) league and friendly matches. We have Club Nights
every Tuesdays and Thursdays. In the 3 leagues we
compete in we came 2" out of 6 in the Friendship
League, 10" out of 15 in the North Downs league and
the men came 2" out of 6 in the Chrystie Monday
evening league. The ladies had 2 friendlies, and
reached the 2" round of the Surrey Top 4’s.

A mixed season results wise, but all enjoyable whatever the results. In early Octo-
ber we held our trophy presentation evening, when the trophies for the various
internal competitions were awarded. There are too many competitions to list
them all, but the men’s singles champion was Mark Yeo, and the ladies singles
champion was Carol Jull. Well done to all who took part. We are a small club and
currently have 46 playing members. The new season will start in April next year.
We will advertise when our Open Days will be in May and June next year, and if
you wish to give Bowls a try you will be very welcome.

Trevor Anderson, Secretary

DORKING LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Monday 3 November, 7.15pm for 7.30
Talk : The Battle of Rorke’s Drift (1879 Zulu war)
DORKING Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, Dorking
LOCALHISTORYGROUP . The subject of the 1964 film ‘Zulu’. Amongst the heroes was
Colour Sergeant Frank Bourne, one of very few survivors, who
later led a quiet life in Dorking until his death 8o years ago

Monday 17 November, 7.30pm
ZOOM talk : Clandon and the Onslows
Martin Ellis (National Trust) describes the history of the
Onslow family who bought Clandon Park in 1641, through to
the recent restoration of the House following a major fire in
2015. See website below to register and receive Zoom details.

https://dlhg.org.uk. David Burton
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THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH

Monday 17 November at 2.30 pm
Talk : Art Nouveau Architecture Around the World

Our lecturer is lan Gledhill. This is a follow up to an earlier,
highly rated talk by lan, and will look at the influence the
style had in different countries, including Britain, Austria,
Spain, Latvia and America.

THE ARTS Carole Evans, info@asbetchworth.co.uk,
SOCIETY S
BETCHWORTH www.theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk

DORKING MUSEUM IN NOVEMBER

Exhibition: To the Last Man - the Dorking Home Guard. The story of the men of

Dorking and our villages who stepped forward for the ‘People’s Army’ in 1940 to

defend the nation. Display of uniforms, weaponry, medals, incident reports, pho-
tographs and other items of the period.

Museum Family Activities at Dorking Library

‘... and the Dish ran away with the Spoon’ — Make a moving nursery rhyme char-
acter using simple levers or split pins; make Humpty Dumpty fall off the wall, the
mouse run up the clock or the cow jump over the moon: Saturday 15" November,
10am-noon.

Spy School - WW2 gadgets, morse code messages, memory games and disguises.
Make your own secret code converter: Saturday 22" November, 10am-2pm. Free
events, materials provided, children must be accompanied.

Get involved: Maybe you could spare a few hours a month, with interesting volun-
teer opportunities and flexible working in the Museum, in the community or from
home. dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/volunteer-opportunities.
Dorking Museum. Thursdays 1pm-4pm, Fridays and Saturdays 10am-4pm, free en-
try. www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. 01306 876591.

David Burton
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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November 2025 Issue No. 1193

COPY DATE: Mon 17 Nov 2025 — 2]

Articles Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via
email to fernsdc@gmail.com. If possible please submit WORD format for text
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters. New articles and contributors are
welcomed. If in any doubt about whether an article could be published, please
contact the Editor.

Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.

Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names,
phone numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear
in the printed and web versions of the magazine with the permission of the
individuals. Please advise the editor of any updates or corrections to the contact
details.

AVAILABLE FROM: 21 Nov 2025 (IR

Distributors can collect on the above date. Household delivery will be up to a few days later.

HISTORICAL NOTES

A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by
Duncan C Ferns. 300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index. Purchase on
request to fernsdc@gmail.com (£20 with free local delivery, or + P&P)

Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. Bucklandis in the Diocese
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Rosemarie Mallett).
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES

Regular activities in the Reading Room:

° Monday am

° Tuesday am Toddlers

J Tuesday 2.15pm Bridge Club
J Thursday 2.15pm  Bridge Club
] Thursday evening  Yoga

° Saturday pm

Singing for Pleasure (1st & 3rd Mondays)

Sugarcraft Guild (2nd Saturday)

For booking enquiries please contact Jane Stewart, preferably by email:

Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com or 07733116992

Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group
Betchworth & Buckland Society (Secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (Sec.)
Buckland Parochial Charity (Clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (Clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland
North Downs Primary School
Reading Room- Chairman

- Treasurer

- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Women'’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Laura Snelling
Debbie Jones
Nathalie Nichols
Diane Mayall
Maurice Daley
Ruth & Paul Johnson
n/a

Caroline Bartlett
Debbie Jones
Sheena Boyce
Amy Snaith
Margaret Miller
Katrina Rea
Jane Douglass
Tim Howe

John Maud

Liz Vahey

Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Margaret Miller

01372 452563
242776
843610
07701347351
07801967623
842758
843058
842691
843259/842175
07967 969425
07701347351
448023
845999
842098
07803163868
843211
844595
843530
221444
842220
842046
842098

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.org.uk
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.org.uk
Printed by Barkers Print Ltd. 01306 888858 rob@barkersprint.co.uk
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http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/

Donating to St Mary’s Buckland
PLEASE SCAN HERE:

Click to our secure Donations page which
looks like this:

Thank you for supporting St

Mary's Buckland!

E Charity verified by Give A Little. GOPR, PCI & PCI-DSS Compliant Point of Donation.

Click the amount for your donation
Select your payment choice:
Applepay (iphone), Googlepay (Android phone),
Open Banking, Credit or Debit Card
THANK YOU!

www.stmarythevirginbuckland.org.uk
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