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Hon. Treasurer Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com  
(Simon Thomas  - pro-tem) 

PCC—Hon. Secretary Rosey Davy.  Email: roseydavy@gmail.com  
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(Organist & Choir 
Leader) 

Richard Calver, Buckland Crossing Cottage, Rectory Lane, Buckland 
RH3 7BH.  richardcalver@hotmail.com   (07808 065920)  

Safeguarding Officer Caroline Gale.  galecaroline@googlemail.com 

Junior Church Reps Amy Jago (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com; and 

Sarah Munro (07714 273783). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk  
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Duncan Ferns, Yewdells, Dungates Lane, Buckland RH3 7BD (07786 
966841).  Email: fernsdc@gmail.com 

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).  
Email: bernhawk57@btinternet.com 

 - Advertising  Paul Daley, Beechwood, Dungates Lane RH3 7BD.  07825 037994  
Email:  bandbmagads@gmail.com  

Church  Rotas    Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613).  Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).  

Community Rotas for 
Church Locking & 
Gardening 
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January 2025 

A very Happy New Year to you all! 
 
Isn’t it extraordinary to think that 25years ago we were 
ushering in the new century with so many hopes for the 
future.  New Year’s Eve 25 years ago and I was working a 
night shift in accident and emergency in Chelsea and 
Westminster.  We were poised for a big influx of drunk 
and disorderly (or as they had delicately been reclassified 
for that night - ‘tired and emotional’).  I thought my life 
was settled then, I knew where I was aiming profession-
ally and what I was doing privately.  I would never have 
imagined I would become a priest. I’m sure my colleagues would have found it 
hilarious.  
 
I remember there was such hope for peace and reconciliation yet here we are: 
Syria’s in turmoil, the Middle East is torn apart, Sudan is trapped in civil war and 
the Ukraine still locked in battle with a Russia. That’s the thing about the future, 
you can hope and plan and plan but never fully secure it. Circumstances change, 
we change, our priorities change, and unexpected things happen. 
 
As a God’s church it’s important that we too reflect on what we have achieved, or 
failed to do, and to work out what we would like to do better or differently in the 
future. In November we had a church away day that was led for us by Charles 
Lamont who goes under the new title of Dean of Reinvigoration.  
 
In our conversations, we established some of the ways the two churches work 
well together - including the fortnightly, alternating services between the two 
churches, the joint choir, and the mutually supportive way that social events such 
as the afternoon teas are organised.   We also learnt that both parishes value 
their uniquenesses and ‘selling points’ which is important to recognise and main-
tain going forward.  Of course, it is important to acknowledge that both St 
Mary’s and St Michael’s face significant challenges, both in their leadership and in 
dwindling numbers and finances.  
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We learnt that we need to: 

• Know what we believe 

• Know our purpose. 
 
Before we can start putting plans in place to change or move forward. Charles 
also left us with some questions to think about: 

• What are we saying about our church? (church as in people not as the 
building) 

• What are we, as a church, ‘selling’ and how are we doing it? 

• How accessible is what we are selling to the people out there? 
 
They are interesting questions which is why I’m opening them up to you all to see 
if you have any insights or ideas that the PCC can think about over the next cou-
ple of months. We are hoping to have Charles back for a return visit during Lent 
so that we can explore this further. Please do let me know if you do have any 
thoughts on these questions and if you are interested keep an eye out for our 
next date in Lent. 
 
Wishing you all a very peaceful and blessed 2025. 

Reverend Pru 

JANUARY 2025 EVENTS 
 

3 Jan, 7.30pm.  Ukelele Orchestra of GB.  Dorking Halls, p.24 
6 Jan, 7.15pm.  Talk:  Rock Music in Surrey.  DLHG, p.25 
10 January, 12 noon.  Winter lunch. Buckland Reading Room, p.7 
19 Jan, 4pm.  Choral Concert: Gesualdo Six, St Martin’s Dorking, p.24 
20 Jan, 2.30pm.  Talk: Atkinson Grimshaw, London Artist.  Arts Society, p.27 
20 Jan, 7.30pm. Talk: William de Warenne.  DLHG by ZOOM, p.25 
23 Jan, 7.30pm.  Talk: Wild Birds of the 4Bs.  Betchworth Memorial Hall, p.11 
29 Jan, 2-4 dropin.  Afternoon teas, Hamilton Room, p.7 

COVER PICTURE 

 The Dining Pods on a dark night in December.  The Reverie, Buckland Park Lake 
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CHURCH SERVICES—JANUARY 

Date    St Mary’s 
  Buckland 

St Michael’s  
Betchworth 

5 January 2025 
Epiphany 

 10am  Parish Communion & 
Baptism 
Matthew 2: 1-12 

12 January 2025 
Epiphany 1 

10am  IONA Service with 
Communion  
Luke 3: 15-17,21-22 

 
 
5pm  Epiphany Choral Even-
song 

19 January 2025 
Epiphany 2 

 10am  Parish Communion 
John 2: 1-11 
Christian Unity Week 

26 January 2025 
Epiphany 3 
 

10am Parish Communion 
Luke 4: 14-21 

 

2 February 2025 
Candlemas 

 10am  Parish Communion 
Luke 12: 22-40 

We also hold a said, midweek Holy Communion each Thursday morning 10am at St 
Michael’s church in Betchworth. It is open to anyone in either parish or visiting 
from elsewhere. 
 
Southwark Cathedral livestreams their services throughout the week from  https://
cathedral.southwark.anglican.org/worship-and-music/worship/live-service-stream/     
You can also find it by searching ‘Southwark Cathedral live service stream’  

You will know you're old, when you cease to be amazed.  

Noel Coward (1899-1973) 

https://cathedral.southwark.anglican.org/worship-and-music/worship/live-service-stream/
https://cathedral.southwark.anglican.org/worship-and-music/worship/live-service-stream/
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PEBBLECOOMBE WI 

BETCHWORTH WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 

We meet in The Hamilton Room, Church Street, 
Betchworth on the 1st Thursday of each month 
at 7.45pm.   We are a small friendly group, meet-
ing and discussing the topical resolutions put 
forward by the National Federation of WIs.   We 
have interesting Speakers supporting each other 
when difficulties arise, and contributing to Vil-
lage activities.   
 
Visitors are welcome to all meetings. 
 
2025 Dates are: 

2nd January, 6th February, 6th March, 3rd April, 1st May, 5th June, 3rd July 
7th August, 4th September, 2nd October, 6th November and 4th December. 

 
If you are interested in joining us please contact:  

Margaret Miller, 01737 842098 
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AFTERNOON TEAs at THE HAMILTON ROOM, BETCHWORTH –2025 
Welcoming residents of Betchworth & Buckland  

 
St Michael’s Drop-in Teas has been running since 2011, 
meeting each month, January to November, at the Hamil-
ton Room, Church Street, Betchworth between  2pm and 
4pm on last Wednesday each Month.  Come for a cup of 
tea or coffee, cake and biscuits and a chat with friends 

 
 

2025 Dates 
29th January, 26th February, 26th March, 30th April, 28th May, 25th June, 30th July,  

27th August, 24th September, 29th October and on  26thNovember   
our 14th Anniversary Christmas Party. 

     
During 2024, our very generous visitors have donated to  

• The Brigitte Trust in Dorking 

• St Catherine’s Hospice 

• Spread a Smile  - a charity taking entertainers into local Hospitals  

• PSDS, a Reigate charity supporting families and children with Down’s syn-
drome.  

Come when you can, and go when you must 
 

Looking forward to meeting lots of new friends and visitors in 2025.  For 
transport or information, contact:  

Margaret Miller, 01737 842098  

JANUARY WINTER LUNCH 
10 January, 12 noon 

 
Happy New Year to all our friends who come and have lunch with us on the 
second Friday of the month.  Also a Happy New Year to everyone in Buckland 
from the Winter Lunch cooks.  The first lunch of 2025 will be on Friday the 10th 
January 2025 from 12 noon.    If you have not had lunch with us before we would 
love for you to come and join us in the New Year.    If you would like more 
information please phone Liz Vahey on 01737 221444 or Carol Leeds on 01737 
247399.   Looking forward to hearing from you.     
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BUCKLAND BELLRINGERS 

 
Ringing in the New Year is an 
old tradition. On New Year's 
Eve, in some churches, the 
bells are half muffled to ring 
out the old year, then the 
muffles are taken off. Exactly 
at the stroke of midnight, the 
tenor ringer tolls 12 strokes on 
the heaviest bell, usually with 
the rest of the ringers count-
ing each stroke as they stand 
by ready to join in ringing out 
joyfully to welcome the new 
year. The treble ringer (on the lightest bell, 1) and the other ringers will join in 
with rounds (123456) immediately (in case the tenor ringer cannot 'stand', which 
means stop in bellringing terms) - we would not want to strike more than 12 re-
peated notes for anyone listening outside!  

After midnight we'll ring for maybe 20 minutes or so, depending on how many 
ringers are available, so that everyone has a turn. The first ring of the new year is 
a very special occasion, and is especially festive as there's often refreshments in 
the belfry for all ringers, and anybody who joins us to listen. 'Happy New Year' 
greetings are exchanged, whilst celebrating with ringing and feasting.  

Tennyson's poem 'Ring out, wild bells' (1950) begins Ring out, wild bells, to the 
wild sky, The flying cloud, the frosty light, and continues Ring out the old, ring in 
the new, Ring, happy bells, across the snow. It is an optimistic, uplifting poem, 
casting aside the old, and looking forward to the new.  

Have you made any New Year's Resolutions? How about a new hobby, which will 
help to keep you fit? Bellringing is fun, sociable, and gives you gentle exercise. It 
keeps your mind active too, especially if you choose to learn the different meth-
ods. You are most welcome to join us in the belfry on Friday evenings, 8pm, our 
practice night at Buckland church. We'd be delighted to see you.   

On New Year's Eve we will be ringing at St Michael’s Betchworth, but not at 
Buckland.    Happy New Year from the Buckland Bellringers. 

 Julie Beale 



 

9 January 2025 

 

Buckland Matters 

BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL  - DECEMBER NEWS 
 
Village website 
Hopefully, many of you are familiar with our village 
website (www.bucklandsurrey.org.uk) and make 
regular visits to read topical news items (that include 
links to consultations); look at upcoming events on the 
event calendar; and check out latest information 
published by many of our local groups and amenities.   
 
If you are struggling to know how to report something 
to a public body such as our District Council, County 
Council, police or one of the utility companies you will find signposting on the 
“report it” page and the “parish council section” keeps you up to date on 
everything your parish council is up to. 
 
If you are involved in one of the local activity groups and would like to suggest 
updates to the information published on the village website, please contact our 
volunteer webmaster (webmaster@bucklandsurrey.org.uk) and, if you find 
yourself struggling to report a problem to a public body do email me to give me 
the chance to help you and add further guidance to the report it page. 
 
Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) 
“Where I live” is a service accessed via the home page of the MVDC website 
(www.molevalley.gov.uk) – look towards the top menu bar and click where I live 
to get started. 
 
If you select the “where you live” link you will be invited to choose an address 
(start typing and options will appear on the screen).  A range of information will 
be displayed for your chosen address that will include waste collection dates, a 
link to sign up for assisted bin collection, contact details for your local MVDC 
Councillors and planning information relevant to the property you have selected. 
If you click the “my alerts” link you can sign up to MVDC’s email notification 
service.  This system gives you the option to receive a weekly reminder email 
regarding your bin collections and any service updates MVDC issues.  There is also 
an option to be informed about new planning applications located within 
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50m/100m/500m of your property which is the easiest way to keep abreast of 
potential development as the criteria for notifying neighbours only extends to 
properties on land adjacent to any proposed development.    
 
Surrey County Council (SCC) – Surrey Says 
Surrey Says is the name SCC gives its consultation hub (www.surreysays.co.uk).  
Consultations currently underway include an invitation to comment on a draft 
SCC Rights of Way Improvements Plan and an invitation to express your views on 
SCC’s Draft Budget.  Consultations relating to aspects of the A25 Reigate Road 
Safety Improvements are expected during 2025 Q1 and, as they are launched links 
will be provided from the news page of the village website 
 

Sheena  Boyce, Clerk  01737 448023 

THE 4Bs WHATSAPP NATURE GROUP 

Biodiversity Initiative & Nature Magazine 

 

The 4Bs WhatsApp Nature Group is a vibrant 
community of people who care about nature 
and live in and around Buckland, Betch-
worth, Brockham and Box Hill. With just over 
100 members we share a love of nature, a 
keen interest in observing and learning 
about nature, and a concern for the health 
and vitality of our wildlife. Every week there 
are at least half a dozen posts where some-
one shares a photo, a question or an experi-
ence and there is always someone on hand 
to appreciate it or add something them-
selves. There are also enough knowledgea-
ble people in the group to answer almost 
any question that arises. In this way we all 
benefit and learn as a community. The group 
is open to anyone who lives in the 4Bs and 
we welcome anyone who wants to be with 
people who want to learn. 
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If you would like to join the 4Bs WhatsApp Nature Group please text your mo-
bile number to 07810462403 with a request to join the group. 
Emerging from our shared love and concern for nature is a movement we are 
calling the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative. It’s founded on a desire to not just admire 
and appreciate nature, but a willingness to help nature in useful, practical ways.  
Through a programme of talks, education, research and knowledge sharing activ-
ities, the biodiversity initiative is aiming to help the 4Bs community learn about 
nature. Through opportunities to help nature the initiative is aiming to protect 
and enhance existing habitats and create new habitats for wildlife and help en-
hance the biodiversity in our landscape.  In this way the whole community is help-
ing nature recover and contribute to our Local Nature Recovery Strategy now 
being developed by Surrey County Council. We are very grateful for the support 
we are receiving from Buckland Parish Council. 
 
From a modest grant awarded by the Community Lottery Fund, the 4Bs Biodiver-
sity Initiative sponsored a Gardening for Biodiversity project to encourage resi-
dents of the 4Bs to help nature by doing things in their own gardens. 46 people 
joined the project by creating new habitats for wildlife to help increase the abun-
dance and diversity of plants and animals in their gardens.  You can read about, 
and be inspired by, their stories in the first issue of our Nature Magazine. The 
magazine is FREE to download from https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/
magazine.html 

                      

4Bs BIODIVERSITY INITIATIVE FREE TALK 
Thursday 23 January, 7.30-8.30pm  

(tea/coffee from 7.15) 
Betchworth Village Hall     

 
Wild Birds of the 4Bs: From chalk cliffs to                          

the River Mole and everything in between 
 

 
Glenn Carmichael of  RSPB Dorking and District Local 
Group will give this talk.    In January and February 2025, we will be encouraging 
residents to care for our wild birds and join the annual RSPB Big Garden Bird-
watch. To reserve a place please email biodiversityinitiative1@gmail.com. 
The talk is for the residents of Buckland, Betchworth, Brockham and Box Hill 
 

4Bs Biodiversity Initiative Team 

https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/magazine.html
https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/magazine.html
mailto:biodiversityinitiative1@gmail.com


 

12 January 2025 

 
ST. JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL 

 On the importance of NOT keeping accurate minutes 

 

The Rectory 
St James the Least 
  
My dear Nephew Darren 
  
Since you were the one to ask this parishioner of 
yours to act as PCC secretary, you have no reason 
to complain about the minutes of meetings she 
produces. You should never let anyone act as a 
secretary unless they cannot speak English or are 
hard of hearing, and preferably, both. The more significant the committee and the 
more contentious the issues being debated, the more you should nobly put your-
self forward both to chair the meeting and take the minutes. In the majority of cas-
es, that will spare the other members that awkward moment when you ask for a 
volunteer, and they all feel the sudden need to stare at their feet. 

If you act as secretary, then you can be certain that accounts of what took place 
will only be what you had wanted to happen and that the decisions taken will be 
what you had already decided before discussions started. Any inconvenient obser-
vations from other committee members can be omitted entirely. 

Admittedly, the more observant may notice that your accounts of the meeting may 
not wholly agree with their recollections, but the skill of being a secretary is not to 
produce the minutes of the previous meeting until the day before the next one. 
This will mean that the great majority will have long forgotten what actually did 
happen two months previously, and that many will not have had the time to read 
them anyway and will avoid having to admit that fact by passing them.  

Only the deeply committed will want to pursue apparent discrepancies. In that 
case, confess to the meeting that your hand-written notes were accidentally left on 
a bus and so you can no longer check the accuracy of what you have written. As a 
way of appearing helpful, you could even give the person challenging you the bus 
route number and time of day you travelled. Further challenges will rally the rest of 
the committee to your side, and soon someone will suggest you proceed to the 
next item on the agenda. Since you are also the chairman, you naturally bow to 
their request. 
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Just in the way that church rotas bear no resemblance to the people who actually 
turn up to do the jobs, minutes of meetings need not bear too much resemblance 
to what actually happened, especially if what did happen is inconvenient for you. 

After all, democracy is all very well - provided a benign dictator is in overall con-
trol. 

Your Loving Uncle, Eustace  

YOUR NEW YEAR ‘s RESOLUTION? 
Help out in Buckland Village 

 
We have some essential volunteer roles that are proving hard to 

fill.  Please, can you help!? 
 

VACANCIES FOR VOLUNTEER ROLES—an update 
  

BUCKLAND ST MARY’s CHURCH—Treasurer 
An essential role for the Church to exist, anyone with  spreadsheet or book-
keeping experience would find it  easy to move into. 
Please contact Simon Thomas, Treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com 
 
FRIENDS OF ST MARY’s (FOSM) - ViIlage Events Organiser  
Someone to lead a team to organise larger events, (e.g May Fayre, Flower Festi-
val, Open Village Gardens, to support church funds) 
Please contact Chairman, Roger Daniell, rogerdaniell@icloud.com  or Simon Thom-
as, sgthomas@btinternet.com 
 
BUCKLAND ST MARY’s CHURCH—PCC (Parochial Church Council)  Secretary.   Main 
role is to take minutes at a quarterly meeting.  Can be someone not currently on 
the PCC, but willing to be co-opted, following the retirement of Rosey Davy.   
Please contact Rosey Davy, roseydavy@gmail.com                                                           Ed. 

Whatever happens.  What is, is. 
Is what I want. 

Only that.  But that.       
 

Galway Kinnell1927-2014 (US Poet) 
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ACROSS 
1. Transgressions 
5. Scatter 
10. Apollo astronaut 
Slayton 
14. Whispers sweet 
nothings 
15. Type of cetacean 
16. X X X X 
17. Not cautious or 
reticent 
19. Tins 

20. Morsel 
21. Move furtively 
22. Untrue 
23. Accomplish 
25. A frequently 
visited place 
27. North northeast 
28. Joke writers 
31. Earth tremor 
34. Bodily cavity 
35. Expected 
36. Coffee dispensers 

37. Condition 
38. Apart from this 
39. 3 in Roman 
numerals 
40. Changes 
direction 
41. Stratum 
42. Brochure 
44. Boozer 
45. Similar 
46. Artificial 
50. Devil 

52. Fortuneteller's 
card 
54. Frozen water 
55. Any minute 
56. Fear of heights 
58. Golfer's cry 
59. Hesitate 
60. Types of dessert 
61. Where the sun 
rises 
62. Attempts 
63. Empty weight 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD 
Solution p.30 
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DOWN 
1. Diving apparatus 
2. Style of building 
columns 
3. Not south 
4. South southeast 
5. Veer 
6. Trio 
7. All-night party 
8. Pachyderms 
9. Anagram of 
"Dew" 
10. Pour 

11. In a noble-minded 
manner 
12. Knows (Scottish) 
13. Being 18. Vista 
22. Bother 
24. Writing fluids 
26. Chills and fever 
28. Colossal 
29. Diversion 
30. Fortune teller 
31. Witticism 
32. Murres 
33. Cartoon 

illustrators 
34. Trolley 
37. Mope around 
38. Consumes food
 40. Not fat 
41. Reluctant 
43. World 
44. Hillsides 
46. Nonpoetic 
writing 
47. Leg bone 
48. More aloof 
49. Stop 

50. Out of harm's 
way 
51. Dwarf buffalo 
53. African sheep 
56. Appropriate 
57. Choose 
61. Where the sun 
rises 
62. Attempts 
63. Empty weight  
 
 
 

WE WAS BROUGHT UP PROPER... 
 

Our mothers taught us TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE:  
"If you're going to kill each other, do it outside. I just finished cleaning." 
 
Our fathers taught us RELIGION:  
"You better pray that that will come out of the carpet." 
 
Our mothers taught us LOGIC:  
"If you fall out of that swing and break your neck, you're not going to the shops 
with me." 
 
Our fathers taught us MORE LOGIC:  
"Because I said so, that's why." 
 
Our mothers taught us about CONTORTIONISM:  
"Just you look at that dirt on the back of your neck!" 
 
Our fathers taught us about the science of OSMOSIS:  
"Shut your mouth and eat your supper." 
 
Our mothers taught us about BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION:  
"Stop acting like your father!" 
 
Our mothers taught us about EXTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION:  
"Put your sweater on; don't you think I know when you are cold?" 
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Grade: Medium.  

Solution on p.30 

 

Solution on p.30 

Gifts 
Gold 
Frankincense 
Myrrh 
Henry  
 
Hopkins 
Carol 
Three 
Kings 
Orient 
 
Worship 
Temple 
Spice 

Ancients 
Bodies  
 
Burial 
Honoured 
Divine 
Sacrifice 
Die 
Gentile 
faith  

SUDOKU 

WORDSEARCH—Gifts of the Wise Men 
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Broome Park Nursing Home,  
Station Road, Betchworth,  

Surrey, RH3 7DF 
Tel: 01737 843333 

Email: admin@broome-park.co.uk 
 

Broome Park Nursing Home is a true home away from 
home. Our exceptional team consistently goes above 
and beyond to ensure residents receive unwavering 
kindness and excellent care. Located in Betchworth, 
Surrey, amidst 11 acres of stunning grounds in the 
Surrey area of outstanding natural beauty, Broome 

Park offers exceptional elderly nursing and residential 
care. We can accommodate 54 residents in two 

buildings. The Main House, a 17th-century residence, 
features bright rooms and ornate period details, while 
Stable Cottage offers the same high level of care in a 
quieter and more tranquil setting, often preferred by 

residents who appreciate a more reflective pace of life. 
If you are considering respite or longer-term care for 
yourself or your loved one, we would be delighted to 
help you with this process and show you what we can 

offer.   

Tel:01737
mailto:admin@broome-park.co.uk
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  
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J CHITTY & SON 

FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 
 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 7am - 5pm 
Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

 
Myra V. Baston 

GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 
 

Chartered Physiotherapist 
Craniosacral Therapist 

 
15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 

Tel:  01306 889680 

 
Would You Like to 
ADVERTISE HERE? 

 

Then please contact  
The Advertising Team 

 
Email:  bandbmagads@gmail.com 

 
These advertisements appear each month in 850 
copies of the Buckland and Betchworth Parish 

Magazines  which are distributed to every home 
in both parishes. 

ZOE UNDERWOOD 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATOR 

 
Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 
A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 
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Features 

GARDENING NOTES 
You can still garden in January …. 

 
Yes, it’s cold outside, but winter sun can – and should -encourage us outside to 
look after our gardens. The mix of fresh air, exercise and being close to nature can 
only be good for our physical and mental health. Autumn was certainly very wet 
and rather gloomy: it’s very positive to now see the first signs of spring appearing 
with snowdrops and other early-flowering bulbs, as well as plenty of buds on trees 
and shrubs.  
 
Many plants benefit from winter pruning, and mild days in January provide the 
ideal opportunity. Pruning not only makes plants healthier and more vigorous, but 
can also vastly improve crops and flowering -it always amazes me how cutting 
back plants usually gives them such a growth spurt. Above all remove diseased 
and damaged stems, but always be mindful of ultimate shape and the space 
available in your garden. The winter pruning list during the dormant winter 
months is comprehensive: roses, autumn-fruiting raspberries, grapevines and fruit 
bushes, deciduous trees and shrubs, and most importantly apple and pear trees. If 
in doubt as to how and when to prune, check out the Royal Horticultural Society 
website www.rhs.org.uk. It’s interesting, comprehensive and authoritative.  
 
A sharp frost will cause damage to new growth on some shrubs: if this does 
happen, it’s best to wait until the risk of further frosts is over before trimming 
back to healthy wood. This will protect the plant from further damage and 
dieback.  
 
January is a good planning and preparation month. Many gardeners buy their 
seeds now ready to sow in the weeks ahead. Check over your garden tools, and 
most especially mowers. Servicing is much easier in the winter months before the 
sudden rush when grass starts its prolific growing in March and April.  
Spring is just around the corner.  

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries  

Every gardener knows that under the cloak of 

winter lies a miracle                            

Barbara Winkler 
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GRATITUDE—FOR ALL THAT IS 

The Christic   
 

I am looking at a tree, but I see such astounding beauty and   
graciousness, the tree must be You, O God,  

I look at the wild weeds playing across the fields, and their  
wild joyful freedom speaks to me of You, O God.  

 
Yesterday, I saw a child crying alone on a busy corner, and   

the tears were real, and I thought, you must be crying, O God.  
God, you are the mystery within every leaf and grain of sand,  

in every face, young and old, you are the light and beauty   
of every person.   

 
You are Love itself.   

Will we ever learn our true meaning, our true identity?   
Will we ever really know that we humans are created for love?   

For it is love alone that moves the sun and stars  
and everything in between.   

 
We are trying too hard to find You, but You are already here,   
We are seeking life without You, but You are already within,   
Our heads are in the sand, our eyes are blinded by darkness,   

our minds are disoriented in our desperate search  
for meaning.   

 
Because You are not what we think You are:   

You are mystery.   
You are here and You are not,  
You are me and You are not,   
You are now and You are not,  
You are what we will become.   

You are the in-between mystery  
The infinite potential of infinite love,   

And it is not yet clear what You shall be,   
For we shall become something new together.   

 
Poem by  Ilia Delio   

(Franciscan Sister & author, Washington D.C.) 
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NEW YEAR, NEW YOU— HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR POSTURE IN 2025 
 
As we enter 2025, it is the perfect time to prioritise our health and well-being. One 
often overlooked aspect of overall wellness is maintaining good posture and spinal 
health. Good posture involves keeping your body in alignment, with the spine in its 
natural curves. It helps distribute the weight evenly across the body and reduces 
unnecessary stress on the muscles and joints. Maintaining good posture has numer-
ous benefits, including: 

• Reducing the risk of developing musculoskeletal problems 

• Minimising back, neck, and shoulder pain 

• Improving digestion and breathing 

• Boosting self-confidence and projecting a more confident image 
Here’s how you can improve your posture in 2025... 

Tip 1: Sit and Stand Tall 
Whether you’re working at a desk or standing 
in line, sit and stand tall. Keep your shoulders 
relaxed, your chin parallel to the ground, and 
your back straight. Avoid slouching or 
hunching forward, a  poor posture habit 

 
Tip 2: Invest in Ergonomic Support 
Make sure your workspace is ergonomically 
designed to support good posture. Invest in 
an adjustable chair that that promotes proper 
spinal alignment. Use  an ergonomic 
keyboard and mouse, with a monitor 
positioned at eye level to avoid strain.  

 
Tip 3: Take Frequent Breaks & 
Stretch 
Sitting or standing in one position for 
extended periods can put stress on your back 
and neck. Remember to take regular breaks 
to stretch your muscles and relieve tension. 
Incorporate simple exercises like shoulder 
rolls, neck stretches, and spine twists to keep 
your body flexible and prevent stiffness. 
 

Tip 4: Exercise Regularly 
Regular exercise is essential for maintaining 
good posture and spinal health. Engaging in 
activities such as walking, swimming, or yoga 
can strengthen the muscles that support your 
spine. Aim for at least 30 minutes of 
moderate-intensity exercise most days of the 
week. 
 

Tip 5: Seek Chiropractic Care 
Chiropractic adjustments help align your 
spine, relieve pain, and improve overall 
function. Chiropractors also provide 
personalised advice on posture correction 
and exercises tailored to your specific needs. 
By incorporating these tips into your daily 
routine and seeking professional care when 
needed, you can enjoy the benefits of 
improved posture, reduced pain, and 
enhanced overall well-being. Remember, 
small changes can make a big difference, so 
commit to taking care of your posture and 
spine throughout the year!  

 

For personal advice, contact:  Jessica Payne BSc Hons, DC, CACCP.   
Thrive Family Chiropractic,  Leigh, Surrey  (See ad on centre page viii) 
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A4 
 

Sir Hermann Bondi 
1919-2005 

 

Hermann Bondi was born in Vienna in 
1919.  His father was a Doctor and 
whilst several of his wider family were 
strict Orthodox Jews, his own parents 
were not especially religious, though 
they presented themselves as such to 
avoid family upsets.  Hermann attend-
ed state-run primary and secondary 
schools, and by the age of 12 he was 
already showing an advanced aptitude 
for mathematics and calculus, where 
he was far ahead of anything they 
taught in school.1   
 
As a teenager in the early 1930’s Her-
mann was very aware of the political 
stresses in the Austria, especially the 
rising German aggression against the 
Jewish community.   He took the initia-
tive to apply for Cambridge, which 
could only be done by a reference 
from a professor in Austria who knew 
of his talents.  He was given a place to 
read mathematics at Trinity College 
Cambridge and was grateful that his 
father could fund his time at Cam-
bridge.   From the BBC News, he learnt 
of Hitler’s Plan to invade Vienna, and 
he immediately sent a telegram to 
warn his family to vacate immediately. 

Hermann Bondi was a widely recognized 
scientist and media communicator.  He 
became a Professor of Mathematics at the 
University of Cambridge, prior to several 
top managerial positions in public sector 
organisations.  For 28 years, from 1955 to 
1984, he lived at East House, Buckland, pri-
or to his active retirement, when he re-
turned to Cambridge as Master of Churchill 
College. 

1 
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Even as an 18-year-old, his message ex-
pressed the urgency and they all left 
safely for refuge in Switzerland, via Bu-
dapest – just prior to the German inva-
sion of Vienna and massacre of the resi-
dent Jewish community.  He truly saved 
their lives. 
 
In his autobiography1, Bondi expressed 
a love for Cambridge and within a year 
he decided he’d like to become an aca-
demic in mathematics or physics.  For 18 
months, Hermann was categorized as a 
refugee from Nazi-occupied Austria, 
where he was ‘in camp’ getting bored 
with many other students in a similar 
position .   He gained his degree in 1942 
and began work at the Ministry of De-
fense’s Admiralty Signals Establish-
ment, designing better radars for the 
Navy.  At the end of the war in 1945 he 
got a post as Assistant Lecturer in 
Mathematics at Cambridge, becoming a 
full Lecturer in 1949.   He published re-
search on fluid motion, geophysics, the 
solar corona, electromagnetism and the 
‘steady-state theory of the expanding 
universe.’  This latter research provided 
a degree of fame, but within a decade 
the Big Bang theory of the Universe 
became more popular, and Bondi 
adapted his views. 
 
He married Christine Stockman in 1947, 
whom he met while she was working as 
an astrophysics research student with 
another famous scientist, Fred Hoyle. 
Hermann & Christine had two sons and 
three daughters.   In 1951, with wife and 
first child in tow, Bondi took up visiting 
research fellow posts at Cornell Univer-

sity and later at Harvard, before moving 
the Kings College London as Professor 
of Applied Mathematics in 1954. 
 
It was the move to Kings College Lon-
don that prompted the Bondi’s to move 
from Cambridge to Buckland, finding 
first a rented house on Reigate Heath, 
then in 1955 purchasing the neighbour-
ing ‘East House’ at Buckland Corner by 
Reigate Heath.  Hermann explains in his 
autobiography1 that he personally de-
signed the heating system using his 
understanding of physics and personal-
ly ‘managed his septic tank’ (whatever 
that means!) for his 28 years in resi-
dence.   All five of his children went to 
Holmesdale School in Reigate, and the 
boys onto Reigate Grammar and the 
girls to the County Grammar at Guild-
ford. 
 
The Bondi family stayed at East House 
Buckland for 28 years.  They enjoyed 
many family holidays, with favorites 
including the Italian Dolomites and Alps, 
and the Yorkshire Dales.  Hermann 
loved to travel the world attending con-
ferences and speaking engagements.   
One of his colleagues quipped that ‘You 
can always persuade Hermann to at-
tend a conference, especially if its over 
3000 miles away’.1    However, Bondi  
was not entirely elitist in his speaking 
engagements, as he gave a talk to 
‘Buckland One World Group’ in the vil-
lage Reading Room in June 1981  on the 
subject of ‘Energy & the Developing 
World’, which raised £120 for a charity in 
Southern India2. 
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In 1953 , the East Coast of England 
suffered terrible floods, and London 
only escaped by good luck.  Several 
engineering consultancies had consid-
ered  a Thames barrier, but contradicto-
ry evidence failed to move the Gover-
ment forward.    Hermans Bondi was 
asked by Sir Solly Zuckerman to con-
duct an independent consultancy as-
signment.  Hermann  interviewed a 
number of interested parties, including 
the Dutch.  Despite not being a water 
engineer, his common sense suggested 
a barrier in the Woolwich area to pro-
tect the City, rather than a wider barrier 
further toward the sea which had been 
the previous focus.  This  feasibility so-
lution was accepted by Government 

and the Act of the London Flood Barrier 
was passed within 18 months.    Alt-
hough he had no involvement in the 
construction, he was justifiably proud 
of kick-starting the feasibility and scop-
ing of the project.  
 
In 1959 he was elected to the Royal 
Society, travelling the world to interna-
tional conferences in his latest research 
in the field of astronomy.  Hermann 
also expressed the importance of pub-
lic communication to other scientists, 
and secured a TV series where he pre-
sented simple presentations of com-
plex science for public consumption 
and enhanced his reputation as a good 
communicator. 

East House, Buckland Corner (on Reigate Heath) 
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His roles and achievements include: 

• Chairman of the Government’s  Me-
teorological Research Committee 

• Director General of the European 
Space Research Organization, 1967 – 
a forerunner of the European Space 
Agency.3    This he did by commuting 
from Buckland via Gatwick to Paris 
every week, whilst his wife managed 
the home in Buckland and the chil-
dren stayed at their local schools.   

• Chief Scientific Adviser to the Minis-
try of Defence, 1971 – for which he 
received the Honour of KCB (Knight 
Commander of Bath, and entitle-
ment to the prefix ‘Sir’), followed by 

• Deputy Secretary, UK Department of 
Energy, 1977 

• Chairman and Chief Executive of the 
Natural Environment Research Coun-
cil (NERC) , 1980.  [Here your editor, 
Dr Ferns, has bragging rights: he was 
a NERC-sponsored PhD student at 
Imperial College London from 1980-
83, and recalls NERC Newsletters 
containing messages from Sir Her-
mann Bondi.  However, he never met 
him!].1 

 
To close his career, in 1984, aged 65, 
Hermann left Buckland and ‘retired’ 
back to his favourite Cambridge and 
academia, becoming Master of Church-
ill College Cambridge.  He held this post 
until 1993, when he wrote his autobiog-
raphy1 [which made writing a profile 
such as this so much easier!].    
 

Hermann’s  legacy of scientific publica-
tions is enormous,  and includes four 
books:  Cosmology (1952), The Universe 
at Large (1960), Relativity and Com-
monsense (1964), and Assumption and 
Myth in Physical Theory (1967).4  
 
A humanist throughout his life, he 
claimed never to have ‘felt the need for 
religion’.   He was President of the Brit-
ish Humanist Association in 1982 and of 
the Rationalist Press Association from 
1982. He worked under a portrait of his 
hero, Albert Einstein. 
 
Herman Bondi died on 10 September 
2005 in Cambridge, aged 85.  He was 
cremated, as was his wish.4 
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MUSIC IN DORKING—JANUARY 

 
3rd at 7.30, Ukulele Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £32  
6th at 7.00, screening of Miss Saigon at Dorking Halls, 
£19.50 
12th at 1.00, screening of Phantom of the Opera at Dor-
king Halls, £19.50 
15th at 6.45, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £19.50  
19th at 4.00, Gesualdo Six at St Martin’s church, £20  
20th at 2.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £19.50 
23rd at 7.00, screening of Girl from the North Country at 
Dorking Halls, £19.50 

 
Happy New Year!    The ‘Dorking Concertgoers’ are delighted to begin the new 
year with a concert featuring the Gesualdo Six.  This group, one of Britain’s lead-
ing vocal ensembles, has a very wide repertoire covering a whole range of music 
of different styles and periods.  Their concert in St Martin’s Church will include 
music from the Renaissance and Tudor England, some folksong settings by 
Vaughan Williams, and some music by present-day composers.  Please note the 
start time of 4pm. 
 
The Dorking Halls is open again!   Hosting a return of The Ukulele Orchestra of 
Great Britain in their 40th Anniversary year,  with a wide-ranging musical fare 
from Abba to Tchaikovsky from these unique instruments.  Offenbach’s opera 
The Tales of Hoffman can be seen twice, in a live and an encore screening from 
the Royal Opera House.  In these tales of romance, memory and fantasy, the poet 
recalls the various women he has loved, to the accompaniment of much beautiful 
music. 
 
The first of the three musicals to be screened, Miss Saigon tells the tragic love 
story of a young bar girl orphaned by war who falls in love with an American GI, 
only for their lives to be torn apart by the fall of Saigon.  The Phantom of the 
Opera is presented in a special 25th anniversary staging at the Royal Albert Hall.  
‘Girl from the North Country’ is a story of travellers meeting in a guesthouse filled 
with music, and it features the songs of Bob Dylan.   
 
Please support the Dorking Halls with these events before it closes again in the 
summer to complete the essential ceiling repairs. 

Ian Codd 
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DORKING LOCAL HISTORY GROUP  
 

6 January, 7.15pm for 7.30, Dorking Crossways Church 
Rocking Surrey! 

Surrey may not be a place you’d think of for great rock music, 
but it’s produced bands like the Stranglers and the Jam and 

has links with many other leading names as Neil Mach ex-
plores.  Ready to rock?       

 
20 January, 7.30pm  Zoom-only talk 

William de Warenne—The First Earl of Surrey 
Sharon Bennett Connolly explains the life of one of William 

the Conqueror’s sidekicks who was given an Earldom and great lands, in-
cluding a castle in Reigate, for his services in 1066 and beyond.  

https://www.meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup  
 

David Burton  - https://dlhg.org.uk. 

Societies & Charities 

DOUBLE MEANINGS—from comedian Tim Vine 

This policeman came up to me with a pencil and a piece of very thin paper. He 
said, ‘I want you to trace someone for me.' 
 
Somebody actually complimented me on my driving today. They left a little note, 
it said ‘Parking Fine.’ 
 
I threw some snow at my girlfriend. She didn't catch my drift. 
 
I was taking the motorway out of London. A policeman pulled me over and said: 
'Put it back'. 
 
A man came up to me and cut the bottom of my trouser leg off and send it to the 
library. So that was a turn-up for the books. 
 
I went in to a pet shop. I said, ‘Can I buy a goldfish?’ The guy said, ‘Do you want an 
aquarium?’ I said, ‘I’m not really bothered what star sign it is.' 
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Cat Martin 
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THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH 

 

MONDAY 20 JANUARY at 2.30 pm 
ATKINSON GRIMSHAW:  AN ARTIST OF VICTORIAN LONDON 

 

As one of the great painters of the Victorian era, Atkinson Grimshaw created some 
of London’s most atmospheric paintings. In rain, mist, moonlight and gaslight, the 
River Thames, winding lanes and grimy docks all appear as if clothed in poetry and 
mystery. Discover the unique vision of the ‘master of moonlight’ – an artist who 
transformed the humdrum of everyday Victorian life into a magical ‘Grimshaw’. 
 
We will be delighted to welcome back our lecturer, Alexandra Epps, who is a fa-
vourite of our Society. She is an accredited Lecturer for The Arts Society and Guide 
and Lecturer at Tate Modern, Tate Britain and the Guildhall Art Gallery.  
 
 

 ...and on 3 MARCH, 10.30am-2pm: Special Interest meeting & Lunch,    
‘English 18th century Porcelain’ presented by Jane Gardiner       
Tickets are £30.00 

                                        Carole Evans,  www.theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk  

The fact that there’s only a stairway to 
heaven and a highway to hell, says a lot 

about traffic numbers  

Darynda Jones (US Author, 1965-) 
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Brockham  *  Betchworth  *  Buckland 
 

Our last event of 2024 was our Christmas Workshop, which was held in newly 
refurbished Old Snooker Room in Brockham Village Hall. The workshop was fully 
booked almost as soon as it was advertised and we had a long waiting list, should 
anyone have dropped out.   Those that came along had the option of making a 
christmas wreath, a table decoration with candle or a christmas Swag for the 
mantlepiece.  Some managed to make more than one item. 
 
The room was filled with 
the scent of fresh foliage, 
mince pies, mulled refresh-
ments and the backround 
sound of christmas music 
which got everyone into 
the spirit of things. Every-
one was really pleased with 
their creations which were 
all stunning.  
 
 
Dates for your diary: 
 
The Earthworm – all you wanted to know but did not dare ask by Chris Stewart. 
Monday 17th February 2025. 7:30pm – 9pm Brockham Village Hall  
 
The Royal Botanic Gardens – Kew by Pamela Holt 
Monday 17th March 2025. 7:30pm – 9pm Brockham Village Hall -  
 
Gardening Should be Fun by Jean Griffin Monday 14th April 2025. 7:30pm – 9pm. 
Brockham Village Hall  
 
If you are interested in joining us at any of our other events, please contact us on 
the email below for information to join. 
 
We always welcome new members and the cost is just £10 per year. 
Happy New Year 2025 to everyone. 

Ruth Johnson, bghsociety@hotmail.com  
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DORKING MUSEUM IN JANUARY 

 
The team at Dorking Museum 
wishes all the best for 2025 to all 
readers.   
 
Building between the vines – the 
story of the Denbies Lego house: 
The Museum’s current exhibition 
tells the story of when James 
May built a full-size Lego house 
between the vines of the Denbies 
Wine Estate in 2009 as part of a 
BBC television series, ‘James May 
Toy Stories’.   
 
Almost 2,000 volunteers built the two-storey house over a five-week period, us-
ing over 3.3 million bricks, a world record for the largest Lego house. After the 
opening, May stayed in the house for one rainy September night.  The house re-
mained at Denbies for four days before being demolished, with the bricks donat-
ed to charity. 
 
Specially designed Lego models of buildings and objects with a Dorking connec-
tion are on display, and there are other activities for children, including a Lego 
Dorking Cockerel trail around the museum, with prizes, from January 11th.   
Family Activities at Dorking Library:  Dorking's Fabulous Creatures on Saturday 
11th January, 10am to 1pm.  Celebrate the most wonderful animals from Dorking's 
history by helping to create a colourful collage to go on the library wall.  All mate-
rials free, thanks to the Arts Society Dorking. 
 
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursdays 1pm-4pm, Fridays and Saturdays 

10am-4pm, free entry.   www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  01306 876591. 
David Burton 

A wise man once said nothing 

Anon. (Nothing to do with the above, obviously. Ed.)  
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Crossword (p.14) 
Solution  

 

Sudoku (p.16) Solution 

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 

Wordsearch (p.16) Solution  
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January 2025  Issue No. 1183 

Articles   Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via 
email to fernsdc@gmail.com.  If possible please submit WORD format for text 
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters.    New articles and contributors are 
welcomed.  If in any doubt about whether an 
article could be published, please contact 
the Editor. 
 
Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine 
are those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily shared by the editor or other church 
staff. 
 
Contact details  This magazine is published by 
St. Mary’s Church. Contact names, phone 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   

A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by 
Duncan C Ferns.  300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index.  Purchase from 
Squires Nursery Buckland, local Waterstones, Amazon online or request to 
fernsdc@gmail.com.   
 
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 
households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362 
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  Buckland is in the Diocese 
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area 
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Rosemarie Mallett). 

COPY DATE:  Wed 15 January 2025 

AVAILABLE FROM:  24 Jan 2025 

Distributors can collect on the above date.  Household delivery will be up to a few days later. 
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Regular activities in the Reading Room:  

• Monday am    Singing for Pleasure (1st & 3rd Mondays) 

• Tuesday am                Toddlers 

• Tuesday 2.15pm         Bridge Club 

• Thursday 2.15pm       Bridge Club 

• Thursday evening     Yoga 

• Saturday pm               Sugarcraft Guild  (2nd Saturday) 
 
For booking enquiries please contact Jane Stewart, preferably  by email: 
Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com   or  07733 116992  

BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

Arts Society, Betchworth 
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 
Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group 
Betchworth & Buckland Society (Secretary) 
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 
British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 
Brockham Surgery/Chemist 
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (Sec.) 
Buckland Parochial Charity (Clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (Clerk) 
Buckland Village Shop  
Children’s Society 
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland  
North Downs Primary School 
Reading Room - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 
 - Secretary 
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 
St. Catherine’s Hospice 
Women’s Institute   

Carole Evans 
David Sayce     
Laura Snelling 
Debbie Jones 
Nathalie Nichols 
Diane Mayall 
Maurice Daley     
Ruth & Paul Johnson  
n/a 
Jean Cooke     
Debbie Jones     
Sheena Boyce   
Amy Snaith     
Margaret Miller 
Katrina Rea  
Jane Douglass   
Tim Howe 
John Maud 
Liz Vahey  
Julian Steed  
Sheila Dyer  
Margaret Miller 

01372 452563 
242776 
843610 
07701 347351 
07801 967623 
842758 
843058  
842691 
843259/842175 
245161 
07701 347351  
448023   
845999 
842098 
07803 163868 
843211 
844595 
843530 
221444 
842220 
842046 
842098 

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;  
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.org.uk 

Printed by Barkers Print Ltd.  01306 888858   rob@barkersprint.co.uk 

http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
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